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eas fiugere exifiimamus. From which Defcription, they feem to be a kind 
of Plant- Animal that adheres to a Rock, and thefe fmall fibres or threads 
which we have defcribed, feem to have been the Veflels which (’tis very 
probable) were very much bigger whil’ft the Interfiitia were fill’d (as 
he affirms) with a mucous, pulpy or flelhy fubftance 3 but upon the drying 
were fhrunk into the bignefs they now appear. 

The texture of it is fuch, that I have not yet met with any other body 
in the world that has the like, but onely one of a larger fort of Sponge 
(which is preferv’d in the Mufieum Harveanum belonging to the moft 
Illuftrious and moft learned Society of the rhyficians of London) which is 
of a homey, or rather of a petrify’ d fubftance. And of this indeed, the 
texture and make is exa&ly the fame with common Sponges, but onely 
that both the holes and the fibres , or texture of it is exceedingly much 
bigger, for fome of the holes were above an Inch and half over, and the 
fibres and texture of it was bigg enough to be diftinguifhed eafily with 
ones eye, but confpicuoufly with an ordinary fingle Microfiope. And thefe 
indeed, feem'd to have been the habitation of fome Animal , and ex- 
amining Arifiotle, I find a very confonant account hereunto, namely, that 
he had known a certain little Animal, call’d Tinnothera , like a Spider, to 
be bred in thofe caverns of a Sponge, from within which, by opening and 
doling thofe holes, he inlnares and catches the little Fifties 3 and in ano- 
ther place he fays, That’tis very confidently reported, that there are cer- 
tain Moths or Worms that refide in the cavities of a Sponge, and are there 
nourifhed : Notwithftanding all which Hiftories,l think it well worth the 
enquiring into the Hiftory and nature of a Sponge, itfeeming topiomife 
fome information of the Veffels in Animal fubftances, which (by reafon 
of thefolidity of theinterferted flefli that is not eafily remov d, without 
deftroying alfo thofe interfpers’d Vefiels ) are hitherto undifeover’d 3 
whereas here in a Sponge,the Parenchyma, it fecms,is but a kind of mucous 
celly, which is very eafily and cleerly waffl’d away. 

The reafon that makes me imagine, that there may probably be fome 
fuch texture in Animal fubftances, is, that examining the texture of the 
filaments of tann’d Leather, I find it to be much of the fame nature and 
ftrength of a Sponge 3 and with my Microfiope , I have obfei v d many fuch 
joints and knobs, as I have defcribed in Sponges, the fibres alfo in the hol- 
low of feveral forts of Bones, after the Marrow has been remov d, I have 
found fomewhat torefemble this texture, though, I confefc, I never yet 
found any texture exa&ly the fame, nor any for curiofity comparable 

t0 The filaments of it are much fmaller then thofe of Silk, and through 
the Microfiope appear very neer as tranfparent, nay, fome parts of them 
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on feveral forts of Trees, fuch as Elders, Maples, Willows,^. and is 
commonly call'd by the name of Spunk}, but that we meet with to bo 
foldinShops, is brought from beyond Seas) I found it to be made of an 
exceeding delicate texture: For the fubftance of it feels, and looks to 
the naked eye, and may be ftretch’d any way, exa&ly like a very fine piece 
of chamois Leather, or walk’d Leather, but it is of fomewhat a browner 
hew, and nothing neer fo ftrong 3 but examining it with my Microfiope, 
I found it of fomewhat another make then any kind ofLeathei 3 tor 
whereas both Chamois 5 and all other kinds of Leather I have yet view 
confift of an infinite company of filaments, fomewhat like bullies inter- 
woven one within another, that is,of bigger parts or ftems, as it were, and 
fmaller branchings that grow out of them 3 or like a heap of Ropes ends, 
where each of the larger Ropes by degrees feem to fplit or untwift, into 
many fmaller Cords, and each of thofe Cords into fthaller Lines, and 
thofe Lines into Threads, <&c. and thefe ftrangely intangled, or inter- 
woven one within another r The texture of this 1 ouch-wood feems 
more like that of a Lock or a Fleece ofWool,foritconfifts of an infinite 
number of fmall filaments, all of thern,asfarr as I could perceive, of the 
fame bignefs like thofe of a Sponge, but that the filaments of this were 
not a twentieth part of the bignefs of thofe of a Sponge; and I could not 
fo plainly perceive their joints, of their manner of interweaving, though, 
asfarrasl was able to difeern with that Microfiope I had, I fuppofeitto 
have fome kind of refemblance, but the joints are nothing neer fo thick, 
nor without much trouble vifible. 

The filaments I could plainly enough perceive to be even,round,cylin- 
drical,tranfparent bodies,and to crofs each other every way, that is, there 
were not more feem’d to lie horizontally then perpendicularly and thwart- 
way, fo that it is fomewhat difficult to conceive how they fliould grow 
in that manner. By tearing off a fmall piece of it, and looking on the 
ragged edge, I could among feveral of thofe fibres perceive fmall joints, 
that is, one of thofe hairs fplit into two, each of the lame bignefs with the 
other out of which they feem’d to grow, but having not lately had an 
opportunity of examining their manner of growth, I cannot pofitively af- 
firm any thing of them. 

But to proceed, The fwelling of Sponges upon wetting, and the rifing 
of the Water in it above the furface of the Water that it touches, are 
both from the fame caufe, of which an account is already given in the 
fixthObfervation. 7 6 

The fubftance of them indeed, has fo many excellent properties,fcatce 
to be met with in any other body in the world, that I have often won- 1 
dered that fo little ufe is made of it, and thofe onely vile and fordid ; 

venfenate- ^ wel1 confider ’ d 5 it would afford much greater con- 

Ufc k hi ? the Div f rs are faid to makc of kems, if true, 
ery ftrange, but having made trial of it my felf, by dipping a fmall piece 

i° e , ^ n m Ve , r )h g0< ) 1 Sallet-oyl^nd putting it la my mouthed then keep- 
g m y mouth and n °te under water,I could not find iny fuch thing 3 for I 
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